
There is nothing that de-

fines the arrival of spring 

more than the Waldorf 

School May Fair!  

The May Fair is our 

schoolôs gift to the com-

munity of Whistler. Chil-

dren of all ages are invited 

to take part in making 

seasonal crafts like pin 

wheels, bark boats, pine-

cone birds and tissue pa-

per butterflies. We will 

also have patio stones, 

wind chimes and wooden 

bird houses as well as 

food, drinks and music!  

No May Fair would be 

complete without the tra-

ditional activity of Maypole 

dancing where children 

love to watch the ribbon 

wind around the pole as 

they skip to festive music 

and singing .  

And again, the generous 

folks at Nesterôs Market 

have donated all of the 

fixings for the BBQ and 

Aphroditeôs Organic Caf® 

and Pie Shop has donated 

pie and quiche. Yum!  

In order to host the com-

munity in style we need 

the help of every parent! 

Please sign up for a volun-

teer shift or email Peggy 

and let her know how you 

can help!  

May Fair, Sat. May 29th ðAll Hands on Deck!  

Great Wine Invitational Fundraiser, June 5th  

The 2nd Annual Great 

Wine Invitational is shap-

ing up to be another great 

success! This is our big-

gest fundraiser of the year 

and we hope to raise over 

$15,000 to support the 

expansion of our early 

years program.  

The event , an evening of 

wine tasting with some of 

the finest wines and win-

eries in Canada, Argentina 

and across the world, is 

being held at the home of 

Marie -Anne Prevost and 

Bob Deeks, in their archi-

tecturally stunning 

Rammed Earth House. 

Truely sustainable luxury, 

this home is a work of art 

and is considered one of 

the healthiest homes in 

Canada.  

Tickets are $75 and there 

are only 100 tickets for 

sale so if you would like to 

attend, or if you know 

someone who would be 

interested, please be sure 

to purchase as soon as 

possible!  

We are also still looking 

for donations for the silent 

auction tables.  If you or 

someone you know would 

like to donate something, 

please let us know.  

Also, there are a number 

of volunteer jobs for the 

evening, if anyone is in-

terested in helping out. 

We will need coat check 

hosts, servers, wine glass 

washers, set -up and tear -

down helpers and clean-

ers. Contact Peggy Vogler 

or Tracy Bruns if you can 

be of service!  

May 14, 2010 EditionMay 14, 2010 Edition   

 

Newsletter  
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CCCALENDARALENDARALENDAR!!!  

The Wind and the Wil-

lows ðSchool Play  

Tonight! 6:00 pm at the 

Squamish Lilôwat Cultural 

Centre  

 

Class Photo Days  

Wednesday and  Thursday, 

May 18th and 19th  

 

Victoria Day Holiday  

Monday, May 24  

No School  

 

Parent Association  

Evening  

Thursday, May 27th  

7:30 pm at the school  

 

School Beautification 

Day and May Fair Set ï

Up  

Friday, May 28th, 11:00 am  

 

May Fair  

Saturday, May 29th, 11 am 

to 3 pm @ the school  

  

Great Wine  

Invitational  

June 5th  

Fun Day -  

Last Day of School!  

June 23  

    Ignite a Life -Long Love of Learning  



Every year our Grade 5 class travel 
to the annual Pacific Northwest 
Olympiad, which this year was held 
in Crofton, near Duncan.  

We were joined by the 

Waldorf schools of Cal-
gary, Nelson, Kelowna, 
Duncan, Squamish, Rob-
erts Creek and Vancou-
ver and enjoyed three 

days of athletic events 
including javelin, discus, 

running, long jump and 
wrestling. Greek History 
is a key part of the 
Grade 5 history curricu-
lum and the Olympiad 
gives the students the 
opportunity to bring his-

tory alive through re -
enacting the Olympics in 
the Ancient Greek tradi-
tion of peace, unity and 
co-operation.  

On arrival the students were divided 
up into city states, either Athens, 

Sparta, Argos, Delphi, Iolcus or 
Thebes and they spent the entirety 

of the camp training with their 
fellow citizens. This gave them the 
opportunity to make new friends 

and develop a strong sense of ca-

maraderie and athleticism in a 

supportive environment. The stu-
dents were judged on not just 
their measure (i.e. speed or length 

of throw) but more importantly 
on their form, technique, 
sportsmanship and progress 

over the three 
days. They all came 

back with a medal 
around their necks.  

We, of course, had 
the smallest class 
(3 brave Grade 5 

athletes!) but they 
represented their 

school with pride 
and confidence and 
returned with the 
knowledge that 
they had tried their 
very best in the 
various athletic dis-

ciplines, made new 
friends and sur-
vived the roughest 
sea journey over 
the Aegean....I 

mean Strait of Georgia, that 
their teacher had ever under-

taken!  

More photos on page 6!  

walked around a little and then watched the dol-

phin show and had lunch. The show was great, 

the dolphins jumped like 

five feet in the air!  

Then we drew stuff from 

the shark tank, I drew a 

shark.  

Then we went to the Ama-

zon, it was awesome! We 

saw bats, giant fish, bugs 

birds, etc.  Then we went to 

draw at the big fish tank. It 

had all of the Vancouver 

fish.  

Then we split into different cars and came home.  

More Pictures on page 5!  

My Class and I went on a field trip to the 

Vancouver Aquarium in Stanley Park. On the 

way down I went 

with Kate, Roshan, 

Ravi, and Garrett. 

Half way there we 

stopped at Porteau 

Cove and had a 

snack.  

When we got to the 

Aquarium it was 

sunny and hot. The 

first thing we did 

when we got there 

was we saw the 

beluga show from the glass under the water 

because the stands were full. Then we 

Pacific Northwest Waldorf Olympiad   by Aegir Morgan  

The Vancouver Aquarium    by Lily and Felix, grade 4  
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Foreign Language teaching in 
Waldorf schools has a number 
of aims at its heart.  Perhaps 
the first to mention is the 
wish to foster in the child a 
greater perspective on the 
world we live in and share 
with others.  Through learn-
ing foreign languages it is 
hoped that a broader human 
understanding and empathy 
with an other person's per-
spective and experiences of 
the world is developed.  As 
the students' ability in the 
foreign language grows and 
blossoms, so too does their 
understanding and apprecia-
tion for other cultures.   

Another aim of foreign lan-
guage teaching is of a practi-
cal nature; the goal of ena-
bling the student to under-
stand other languages, to 
read, write and express one-
self to a good degree of flu-
ency.  Yet always keeping in 
mind the equal importance of 
the opportunity to learn about 
the character, customs, geog-

raphy, culture, history and 
literature (and of course the 
cuisine!) of the place and 
people of the given language 
as well.  

In the early years foreign 
languages are taught 
orally.  This approach helps to 
strengthen the students' abil-
ity to listen carefully, to take 
in the specific sounds pre-
cisely and to speak them back 
clearly.  Through this ap-
proach the younger child is 
thus free to 'read' and feel 
the movement of the accom-
panying gestures and experi-
ence the facial expressions all 
of which provide the impor-
tant visual meaning and cues 
behind the sounds. The oral 
approach also allows the chil-
dren to fully attune them-
selves to the subtle intona-
tions of the spoken word 
which also deliver nuances of 
meaning.   

All these are subtle and im-
portant skills for all social 
behaviour and language 

learning. They are not only 
useful for communicating in 
one's own mother tongue, but 
are of particular importance 
and are practiced to a high 
degree when speaking and 
listening in a foreign lan-
guage.  It is for these other 
important aspects of lan-
guage acquisition, that for-
eign language learning is also 
often recommended for chil-
dren with learning difficul-
ties.   

The foundation of foreign 
language learning is therefore 
built on the inseparable rela-
tionship between speech and 
gesture/ movement in the 
early years.  

As the children develop so too 
do their learning needs and 
abilities.  With Foreign lan-
guage learning there is from 
the early years through to 
High School a gradual pro-
gression from oral to literate 
language; however the oral 
element always remains para-
mount.  

Foreign Language Teaching In Waldorf Schools by Mme. Cook  

Making sushi for Motherôs Day 

in the Kindergarten!  

their growing confidence and 
ease in their oral work 
through these activities.  The 
class has also been expand-
ing their vocabulary and wid-
ening their range to take in 
daily activities, such as shop-
ping, baking, their homes, 
and the activities they en-
joy.  The class is now begin-
ning to work with simple 
phrases.  Their bookwork 
reflects with care, colour, and 
the written word what they 
have learnt by heart.  

Class 5/6/7 has shown a 
gradual, steady progression 
towards literacy over the 
year, moving from oral work 
to analysis and transla-
tion.  The students have been 
building confidently and 
steadily on their oral under-
standing and are now begin-

ning to apply conscious rec-
ognition to their activi-
ties.  We have been working 
primarily with poetry, songs 
and short plays (with themes 
they know well in Eng-
lish.)  Presently we are work-
ing with a short play script of 
'Cendrillon' (Cinderella).   

The class has begun to study 
the structure of language, 
looking at nouns and adjec-
tives earlier in the year, and 
now moving on to 
verbs.  The class is beginning 
to construct their own 
phrases, for the first time 
being able to use the tools 
they have to express them-
selves, using the language 
they are becoming increas-
ingly familiar with.  This is a 
wonderful and exciting step 
for them.  

French Through the Classes  

In Class 1 we have been 
learning many songs, move-
ment activities and dances, 
all interweaving speech and 
gestures from which the 
meaning is understood in-
wardly.  The class have been 
mastering their colours, 
numbers (1 -20) and days of 
the week through these ac-
tivities.  Simple vocabulary is 
introduced through stories, 
poems and songs.  These 
new words from the nature 
stories and songs are faith-
fully and carefully written in 
their books, accompanied by 
colourful pictures encapsulat-
ing the meaning.  

In Class 3/4 we have been 
continuing with a strong em-
phasis on oral work through 
more complex songs, poems 
and stories.  The class show 

Never Ending Bottle 

Drive!  

 Instead of waiting 

around for you handful of 

change, just tell the 

attendant at the Whistler 

Bottle Depot you would 

like them to put it on the 

Waldorf School account! 

Weôll make sure the 

money goes to good use!  



As part of the long - range 

planning work the Faculty, 

Board of Directors 

and Parent Coun-

cil have taken on 

as we look to our 

schoolôs future, 

we are excited to 

announce our 

newly revised 

mission state-

ment!  

Our previous mission state-

ment had served us very well 

over the past 8 years but it 

was felt that it could use 

some updating to more clearly 

reflect the schoolôs cultural mis-

sion and what is happening here 

within the walls of the school.  

The process took about 6 

months and involved Fac-

ulty, Board members and 

parents. We were 

lead through the 

process by the ex-

tremely capable 

and inspiring Teresa 

Bouchard who has 

been a board mem-

ber, representing 

the outside commu-

nity, for the past 3 

years.  

Thank you Teresa, we 

couldnôt have done it with-

out you!  

1. On -going monitoring and physical main-

tenance  

2. Grounds -keeping/gardening  

3. Emergency repairs  

One of Lee -Anneôs first goals will be to com-

pile a list of skills and talents that exist 

within our parent body. If you are a trades 

person, handyman, gardener, let your tal-

ents be known! We promise not to call on 

you too often!  

Tell Us Your Hidden Talents!  

The Parent Council is looking forward to initi-

ating our second ñofficialò committee with 

the formation of the Maintenance and Beau-

tification Committee.  

Lee-Anne van Dongen has graciously agreed 

to chair this critical group.  

The M&B Committee will consist of 3 -4 par-

ents who will look into how they can support 

the school by keeping a close eye on:  

Introducing...Our New Mission Statement!  

School Maintenance and Beautification Committee  
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ñOur mission is to educate each child with 

reverence and respect; to nurture wonder 

confidence and initiative so they may 

participate in the world guided by a sense 

of truth and responsibility.ò 

Class Photo Day (and Fundraiser!)  

Time for hair cuts!  

School photo day has been set for Wednes-

day and Thursday May 19th and 20th.  

We are very excited to announce that Anas-

tasia Chomlack (professional photographer 

and mom of Jayden in grade 1 and Caleb in 

Kindergarten) has offered to take our school 

photos again this year!   

Anastasia has very generously offered to donate 

100% of the proceeds of the pictures to the 

school as a fundraiser!  

Also, Anastasia has been taking candid pictures 

of the children around the school yard and in the 

classroom and has offered to make these pictures 

available to parents to purchase, again, with 

100% of the proceeds being donated to the 

school! Stay tuned for more info on this later!  



Class 3 -4 Trip wrap up their studies on Human and Animal 

with a trip to the Vancouver Aquarium.  



Thank you Chef Martin for coming to the Pre -School to help 

the children prepare a wonderful sushi lunch for their mothers 

for Motherôs Day!  



Class 5 participating in the Pacific Northwest Waldorf 

Olympiad held this year in Duncan on Vancouver Island.  


